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of correction"; the courts were no longer places
where punishment was to be meted out, but where
correction was to be prescribed, and the judge was
not an avenger but an adjuster.

During the first stage of revolution, when mili-
tary communism was in control, there were no
courts. The machinery of punishment consisted of
one force, the dreaded Cheka, whose sole object
and duty was to exterminate with dispatch anyone
who was suspected of being counter-revolutionary
or opposed to the new regime. In the year of 1921,
when military communism was abolished and when
the Cheka was replaced by the GPU, the Soviet
established what it called a "workmen's jurisprud-
ence," with five courts of varying jurisdictions, in-
cluding an appellate jurisdiction and culminating
in the supreme court as the court of last resort. The
most popular one is the Narodnoje-Sud, or people's
court, where the bulk of litigation is handled.

This court is made up of one judge and two
assistant judges. The judge is appointed by the
state and his two assistants are selected from among
the workers in the district in which the court is
located. The period of a judge's training is short,
lasting only two years, and the assistants are not
required to have any judicial preparation. How-